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Electric Cloud® believes the information in this publication is accurate as of its publication date. The information
is subject to change without notice and does not represent a commitment from the vendor.

THE INFORMATION IN THIS PUBLICATION IS PROVIDED “AS IS.” ELECTRIC CLOUD, INCORPORATED
MAKES NO REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND WITH RESPECT TO THE INFORMATION
IN THIS PUBLICATION, AND SPECIFICALLY DISCLAIMS IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY OR
FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE.

Use, copying, and distribution of any ELECTRIC CLOUD software described in this publication requires an
applicable software license.

Copyright protection includes all forms and matters of copyrightable material and information now allowed by
statutory or judicial law or hereinafter granted, including without limitation, material generated from software
programs displayed on the screen such as icons, screen display appearance, and so on.

The software and/or databases described in this document are furnished under a license agreement or
nondisclosure agreement. The software and/or databases may be used or copied only in accordance with terms
of the agreement. It is against the law to copy the software on any medium except as specifically allowed in the
license or nondisclosure agreement.

Trademarks

Electric Cloud, ElectricAccelerator, ElectricCommander, ElectricInsight, and Electric Make are registered
trademarks or trademarks of Electric Cloud, Incorporated.

Electric Cloud products—ElectricAccelerator, ElectricCommander, ElectricInsight, and Electric Make—are
commonly referred to by their “short names”—Accelerator, Commander, Insight, and eMake—throughout
various types of Electric Cloud product-specific documentation.

Other product names mentioned in this guide may be trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective
owners and are hereby acknowledged.
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ElectricFlow 5.4 Release Notes
ElectricFlow 5.4 is a feature release (FR). Feature releases make available new features more frequently than
relying on long-term support (LTS) releases (such as ElectricFlow 5.0). Electric Cloud aims for feature releases
to be made available approximately every two months. The features and enhancements introduced in feature
releases are typically rolled into the subsequent LTS release.

The main difference between an LTS release and a feature release is that the feature release will not have
planned maintenance releases. To obtain the latest defect fixes from a particular feature release, you need to
review the release notes and upgrade to the following feature release or LTS release.

While feature releases are being released with production quality, Electric Cloud recommends that you use an
LTS release in any production environment. If you want to explore the new capabilities, then use the feature
release in a test environment. Electric Cloud does not recommend that you install the feature release in a
production environment unless you are ready and willing to upgrade frequently, understanding the implications
of such upgrade efforts on your team and user base.

For more information about ElectricFlow software release strategy, go to the ElectricFlow/ElectricCommander
Release Strategy Update.

Product Description
ElectricFlow™ accelerates the continuous delivery of software. It provides domain-specific capabilities to
automate Build, Test, Deploy, and Release processes across many delivery pipelines. ElectricFlow includes
ElectricCommander, a powerful platform which natively integrates these domain specific capabilities to provide
Enterprise level continuous delivery. ElectricFlow makes software delivery processes repeatable, visible,
scalable, and efficient.

ElectricCommander® is a powerful automation platform that provides distributed DevOps teams shared control
and visibility into infrastructure, tool chains, and processes. ElectricCommander accelerates and automates the
software delivery process, enabling agility, availability, predictability, and security across many build-test-deploy
pipelines.

What's New for ElectricFlow 5.4
Features and Functionality

l ElectricFlow now supports dynamic environments that can be spun up on an on-demand basis.

You can provision cloud resources and create environment templates that will automatically create
dynamic environments when you deploy an application.

Dynamic environments allow you to optimize how your cloud resources are used, re-use resource pools,
track the status and usage of cloud resources, and verify the credentials of these resources before
provisioning them.

l You can now define custom parameters and apply them to application processes in your deployments.

l ElectricFlow UI enhancements

l Hold down Ctrl while clicking clicking the left mouse button to open new tabs in your
browser.

l Embedded pages for automation-platform objects including users, groups, plugins, servers,
procedures, and workflows.

https://electriccloud.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/201638085-ElectricFlow-ElectricCommander-Release-Strategy-update
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Resolved Issues
For the list of resolved issues in the ElectricCommander platform, see the ElectricCommander 5.4 Release
Notes.

l Fixed the issue where two versions of the EC-Maven plugin appear in the Component Details dialog box
when both versions are installed and one version is promoted. (CEV-5046)

l Fixed the issue where a parameter change in a procedure in the ElectricCommander automation
platform created an error during an application deployment. (CEV-5074)

l Fixed the issue where a Javastack error occurs when the deleteEnvironmentInventoryItem API call
refers to a non-existent component. (CEV-5647)

l Fixed the issue where an error occurs during the Retrieve procedure in the EC-Artifact plugin because of
a checksum mismatch between the client and the repository server. (NMB-20380)

All ElectricFlow documentation is available on the Electric Cloud Documentation website.

Installation and Upgrade Notes
See the ElectricFlow Installation Guide for complete installation and upgrade information.

Configuration Notes
l When you export your project data before upgrading to ElectricFlow 5.4, you must replace the

component plugin versions, including EC-Artifact, in the export file before importing the project data to
ElectricFlow 5.4.

l You must register your plugin to display it as an option in the following situations. (CEV-3649)

l When a user uses the plugin to configure a step in a component or application process.

l In a procedure in the ElectricCommander platform.

For more information, go to Examples and Tutorials > GWT Parameter Panels > How to add a GWT
parameter panel to your plugin > Register your procedure for the step creation dialog in the Plugins
Developer Guide, Version 2.

Known Issues
l When you are adding a resource to a remote Commander server during an agent installation, the server

does not discover the host name of the agent machine through DNS, and an error message about the
"Name or service not known" appears.

The workaround is to do one of the following so that the resource is available after the agent installation:

l Add the host name of the agent machine to the hosts file of the remote server.

l In the Resource Details panel, edit the Agent Host Name of your resource and use the IP
address of the agent machine instead of the fully qualified domain name (FQDN).

l Before importing an export file, you have to change the plugin name, including the plugin version, in the
file.

http://docs.electric-cloud.com/eflow_doc/5_4/HTML5/ReleaseNotes/FlowReleaseNotesHTML.htm
http://docs.electric-cloud.com/
http://docs.electric-cloud.com/plugin_doc/2_0/HTML5/PluginGuide/pluginguide.htm
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l You create dynamic environment and deploy an application in that environment by performing these
steps:

1. Create and save an OpenStack configuration in a resource template.

2. Create an environment template using the resource template.

3. Create a dynamic environment using the environment template.

4. Deploy the application in the dynamic environment successfully.

When you edit and resave the OpenStack configuration and then create a new dynamic environment,
the application is deployed with errors because the authentication credentials are incorrect.

l If you delete the default project and do not recreate it, ElectricFlow will no longer be available. To use it
again, you must re-install ElectricFlow.

l Pages in the ElectricFlow UI may be slow to render if the application or environment has too many tiers.

l Change tracking

l You can revert changes only for high level design objects such as applications, procedures,
procedure steps, workflow definitions, and state definitions.

l When you disable change tracking and then later re-enable it, the system performance may be
reduced during this sequence of events:

1. Change tracking is disabled at the server level.

During this time, new procedures, procedure steps, components, process, schedules, and
other objects have been created.

2. Change tracking is enabled at the server level.

The change history for all objects, including those not in projects, is now tracked.

It can take a while to restart the Commander server because new records are being
created for the tracked objects. This may take as long as it took to export or import all the
projects (a large project can take 10 to 20 minutes for each export or import operation).

l If this sequence of events occurs:

1. Changes are made to the list of credentials that are attached to a procedure, component,
process, process step, or a schedule while change tracking is disabled at either the
project level or the server level.

2. Change tracking is enabled.

3. The procedure, component, process, process step, or a schedule is reverted to a point
after change tracking was enabled.

Then the changes that were made while change tracking was disabled may be lost.

Documentation
ElectricFlow documentation is available on the Electric Cloud Documentation website. Updated documentation will
be available on that page when any documents are updated post-release.

ElectricFlow has the following product documentation:

http://docs.electric-cloud.com/
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l ElectricFlow User Guide

l ElectricFlow Installation Guide

l ElectricFlow API Guide

l ElectricFlow Release Notes
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Troubleshooting and Getting Help
Contacting Technical Support:

Before you contact our technical support staff, have the following information available.

l Your name, title, company name, phone number, and email address

l Operating system and version number

l Product name and release version

l Problem description

Hours: 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM PST (Monday-Friday, except Holidays)

Phone: 408-419-4300, Option #2

Email: support@electric-cloud.com

Copyright © 2002 – 2015 Electric Cloud, Inc. All rights reserved.

Electric Cloud® believes the information in this publication is accurate as of its publication date. The information
is subject to change without notice.

THE INFORMATION IN THIS PUBLICATION IS PROVIDED “AS IS.” ELECTRIC CLOUD, INC. MAKES NO
REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND WITH RESPECT TO THE INFORMATION IN THIS
PUBLICATION, AND SPECIFICALLY DISCLAIMS IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY OR
FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE.

Use, copying, and distribution of any Electric Cloud software described in this publication requires an
applicable software license.

Trademarks

Electric Cloud, ElectricAccelerator, ElectricCommander, ElectricInsight, and Electric Make are registered
trademarks or trademarks of Electric Cloud, Incorporated.

Electric Cloud products—ElectricAccelerator, ElectricCommander, ElectricInsight, and Electric Make—are
commonly referred to by their “short names”—Accelerator, Commander, Insight, and eMake—throughout
various types of Electric Cloud product-specific documentation.

All other trademarks used herein are the property of their respective owners.
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